
Skagit PUD Building
1415 Freeway Dr, Mt Vernon, WA 98273

https://nwwagis.wordpress.com/pud_mtvernon

9:00-9:45 am Round Table, Introductions and Discussion
9:45-10:00 am Break with mix & mingle
10:00-12:00 pm Presentation

GIS Open Source and OpenStreetMap in your 
Community
Clifford Snow, OSM Guru
A look at a GDAL, QGIS and PostGIS and How OpenStreetMap is invading your 
community.

Critical Race Spatial Analysis: Exploring Possibilities for 
Mapping Racial (In)justice
Verónica N. Vélez, Ph.D., Assistant Professor & Director 
Education and Social Justice Program 
Western Washington University, Bellingham, WA
Veronica is a professor at WWU and a resent presenter at the Resistance GIS 
conference held at Portland State University last May.

This presentation explores the potential of using GIS as critical community-based 
and anti-racist praxis, through a case study of Latina immigrant mothers who 
initiated a community-led GIS project to explore spatial indicators of educational 
(in)opportunity, drawing evidence from their own lives and the lives of their 
children. These mothers engaged and re-imagined GIS to tell counter-cartographic 
narratives about the racial divides, or “color lines,” defining uneven geographies 
of opportunity in their school district.    

Findings of this study suggest both methodological and pedagogical 
considerations for the use of GIS in critical race scholarship in education. 
Although exploratory spatial data analysis (ESDA),  which is quantitatively driven, 
was initially used in the development of the maps, it was the mothers’ intimate 
knowledge of the community and collaborative analysis in the process of map-
making that was key. By rooting the analytical capabilities of GIS in their own lived 
experience, the mothers drove an iterative inquiry that led to the building of a 
counter-cartographic narrative that spoke back to the post-racial narrative taking 
hold of educational reform in their local context. In redefining GIS mapping as a 
community-based praxis, the mothers “ground-truthed ” the maps, making visible 
spaces and spatial relationships that otherwise would go unnoticed. 
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