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Shaking the Magic 8-Ball
Using GIS to help inform discussions around affordable housing

Like every city everywhere, Bellingham is struggling to craft public policy that will help, not 
hinder peoples access to affordable housing.  This talk will provide a high-level overview of 
Bellingham's current efforts and a cooks-tour of the GIS datasets, analysis, and cartographic 
products being used to keep the discussion centered around facts, and moving forward with 
innovative solutions.

Leveraging a Mobile Device’s Navigation in ArcGIS Online Web Maps

ArcGIS Online provides an option to enable routing for “turn-by-turn” directions to features 
within a web map. However, this consumes credits and does not integrate with a mobile 
device’s navigation capabilities. As an alternative, the navigation capabilities on a mobile device 
can be leveraged simply by formatting the data with key attributes and creating a customized 
URL in the web map’s popup.

How Skagit County is Using SQL Geometry Types to Link Spatial Data to 
Non-Spatial Tables in Microsoft SQL Server

My Presentation will cover the following topics:
• Describe the SQL Geometry Types and using them to store GIS spatial data.
• The use of SQL Server to store non-spatial data and why would anyone do this.
• Let’s take a look at SQL Enterprise Manager and what it provides.
• Let’s take a look at some fun queries!
• Let’s talk about some real world examples!

Advantages of Spatially Tracking Enterprise Data using Building 
Outlines

Similar to many local government organizations, Skagit County links database records to parcel 
boundaries to create spatial data. This empowers County employees to access land records 
geographically through the County’s GIS. Currently Skagit County uses unique parcels IDs as the 
spatial link for land records. However, we are noticing that many issues and errors can occur 
over time from this type of approach that ultimately leads to unreliable data. To correct the 
problem, Skagit County has decided to use unique building outline IDs rather than parcel 
boundary IDs. This presentation will demonstrate the benefits of linking land records to building 
outlines and how building delineation can be a cost effective solution for improving the data 
integrity of many local government data sets.


