
NW WA GIS Group
June 19, 2015

Location:  Padilla Bay – Breazeale Interpretive Center
10441 Bayview Edison Rd, Mt Vernon, WA 98273 
Map: https://nwwagis.files.wordpress.com/2013/11/padilla_bay_directions.pdf

9:00 – 9:45       Round Table, Introductions, and Discussion
9:45 – 10:00     Break / Mix & Mingle
10:00 – 11:55   Presentations
Afterwards:   Wrap-Up & no-host lunch locally

Gregg Ridder, Island County MRC
My talk will be about using ArcGIS as a tool to monitor eelgrass beds and kelp forests in Island 
County. Eelgrass data include underwater videography as well as aerial photography. Aerial 
photography for both eelgrass beds and kelp forests has expanded to several counties in 
Puget Sound. I will discuss the use of ArcGIS in the collection, data processing and 
presentation of mapped data and show quantitative and qualitative results from around 
Puget Sound. 

Brad McMillan and Russ McMillan, Department of Ecology
Integrating Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs), Aerial Photography, and Mapping 
Technologies
Low cost access to aerial photography and recent advances in open-source and consumer-
based photogrammetry software allow complex 2-D and 3-D mapping to be performed with 
relatively modest investment. The software requires an overlapping series of photographs 
which are readily acquired using UAVs and compact digital cameras. We describe the use of 
UAVs and methods for producing 2-D and 3-D maps. 

Dan Saul, Department of Ecology
Mobile GIS at the Department of Ecology
Over the past year, interest in the use of mobile devices to collect, verify and analyze GIS data 
in the field has exploded within the Dept. of Ecology. This growth in demand has presented 
new opportunities for much more efficient use of staff time performing field work and for 
more accurate collection of GIS data. At the same time, the agency’s IT support system has 
been stressed to develop a support system for the use of agency computing devices in a new 
paradigm.  This presentation will describe several ways in which Ecology has leveraged mobile 
GIS for a more efficient use of staff field time and more accurate data collection while also 
putting in place the IT infrastructure to support the use of a new class of devices.

Dave Wallin, Western Washington University
WWU’s experience with Unmanned Aerial Vehicles.
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